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Clothing

1. "Clothing articles in Warsaw are purchased in the foiloﬂnd. places:

a. Btate stores so-called DT or FDT (Powesechne Demy Towarcwe). The central
ltsto_ store in Warsaw is. located an Alsje Jerozolimskis nser the corner
of Bracka Street. Another i1s on Pulawska Btreet, and two more exist in
the. Praga and Zolibors suburbs. There is & separate Central Children‘s

Btore (Centr Dom Dzlecks) located in the .former store

of the Ja-

blkowsd Brothers.on Brac @treet. -These shops, like most of the big

. state-owned stores, are noisy and over ' articles they offer
are of lov quality and very expensive. some prices of clothing
articles in these shops: : . - B0X1-HUM
Real silk for women's frocks, 1 meter 160 180 zlotys
Chinese gilk for women o 190 S RIO W
A nylon square scarf, Polish make (painted) - 5 . T00°®
A silver fox : - . 3,300 5,000
Bables® clothes bought at the Central Chiléran's Store: ‘
Babies? diapers, 1 plece’ . 9 glotys
" vest f 7 2@
" matiee, /[“strolling/jacket and kg v
P cap (40% wool) : L
leggings ot . 35 by
50X1-HUM
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2.

(I@qidentally: in the same Children's Store the price of a pram is from 650 to
1,200 zlotys, a baby's cot - 360-450 zlotys, and a baby's matress- 100 to 240

zlotys approximately.)-

b.MHD shops (Miegski Handel Detaliczm). These are the shops run by the National
City Council, and they ere divided Into various branches of commerce and scettered
all over the city. Some of them specialize in the sale of textiles » ready-made

clothes and heberdashery. 4 special kind of MHD stores sell roods on commission
froiz{nprivate sellers, There one cen obtain some very good secondhand clothing
erticles, and also some things sent to people in Poland fromq _g,p;-oad, which they

regel‘l at a profit, e,

c.'CEPELIA' - or CPLA (Centrals Przemyslu Ludowo Artystycznego)- Center of Folks

Art Industry. Ite mein shop located in the MDM district . Mergzeilowsks Dzielnice
Miegzkaniow), hes a good dressmeking workshop in which a women who can afford 1+

cen neve & sult or & frock made of g00d material, The materials are meinly 'ex.

port rejects' or textiles sent back from internationsl feirs (Leipzig etc.). The
steft is highly expert and works mos+t satisfactorily, but is very badly peid. Dress
makers work for 12 hours a day., An expert cutter esrns from 900 to 1,200 zlotys e
month, end she ig Peld by plece, Prices o:f'f, clothing mede in thiis shop are as follows:

.. L. Alady's.suit (pure wool, very beautiful) 2,000 3,000 zloty v«
- .2, A ledy's coat of & similar materisl 900 1,500 "
3. A frock mede of lightwelght wool or silk . :
o mixture 1,000 " 50x1-HUM

P W

d.Cooperatives: There are tailors' and dressmakers' coopesratives which elso meke

clothes on the clientis order. One such enterprise exists on Ordynacke Street,

an“d‘_” 1ts work is of high standerd, The prices are slightly lower than at Cepelia,

Both in Cepelia and in cooperatives » the prices are prohibitive to an ordinery cite

iz_e% who must go to an MHD or PFDT shop for his or her clothing, and gets it badly

fltted and made of low-quality stuff. The percentape of well-dressed women in

Wersew is extremely small, which is quite natural if one considers the prices. ILadies’

stockings, Polish-mede 'Stylon' and'Perlon' ; are cuegper tha.n'r*y;.ona-, but of a very /

bad quality. One ¥y Anerican-mede nylons in commission shops in & shop on
Chmielna Street*imraoo zlotys & pair. Other nylons, not American, ere from 150

to 180 zlotys.

e.Bazaars,- Apart from all the ‘shove, there are also open bazears in which the remnsts
of 'private initiative' have found refuge. The one in which one may find the great-
est variety of clothing articles of ell description, secondhand ..ng new sent from
abroad, is the 'Rozycki! Bazsar on Praga, [_street_ bopuleiiy nemed 'Ciuchy!. One

can buy men's and women's clothing, shoes, cosmetics , Us cigarettes and practical-
ly_gyerything else at the'Ciuchy' Bazeer.

Leather goods, footwear
2. "E'g‘li;gée &lso may be bought in the PDT and MHD as well as in comtiission shops, 1In

leather goods mey be obtained at comperatively moderate . prices. For instance, very
nice ladies' bags of lesther cost only 250 zlotys. Among ' the shoemskers » Private
initiative has survived to g greater extent than in other branches of the trade.
The following shoemskers 8t11l cerry on their business on e private basis:

t " a. Jan Kielman, Chmielns Street (not far from Nowy Swiat) ‘

.. P+ Filipczak (also in Chmielns Street)

. . Sikora (in Aleje Jerozolimskie), /
Some private shoemakers have gone oOne step towerds nationalizetion by forming *vol- l
untary cooperatives', Such is » for instance the ‘Shoemeking Cooperative nemed after

Jan Kilingki' {Spoldzielnis Obuwnicza im, Jans, Kilingkie 0)y in Nowy Swiat., One may
order there a handmagde pair of excellent shoes. For sucﬁ a pair\—[paid to
the 'Kilinski Cooperative’, 3,000 zlotys.
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toilet goods

Cosmetics end

"The use

i of. Polish-mede cosmetics is urgently advertized nowéda.ys. A beauty

“ """.;::ounseling salon {Gabinet Porad Kosmetycznych) was opened in the MDM recently.

It is-attended by s doctor who tries to persuade the clients to buy Polish

cosmetic

8. However, every woman who cen afford it saves up money to buy West-
etics. There ls a certain sort of snobbery in it » the same as that re-

ern cosm ,the 'sam
" .. B8rding clothes., Anything Westérn is urgently sought, The prices of Western
"cosmetics ere as follows: j ‘ . o
Lipstick: Mex Factor 260 . _ - zlotys '
/™ .  Helens Rubinstein . ‘ 300 oo ‘
-’ Foreign nail polish . e : 120 w60
o ". face powder ; 70 1k "
"*. Pace creem, Elizabeth Arden B 300
. . lefge bottle of Guerlain's per,‘fume’j_ - 1,500 3000 "
... These things may of course be cbtained either in MHD commission shops or at
77 'Cluchy', The Polish cosmetics cost as follows:
) 'Camelis' lipstick (very good quality) : 10 =zlotys
. Face'creem 'Miraculum' or 'Lechia' ‘ ' ebout 20 "
'Y (not bad at all) - :
wr . Nall polish A 2,75"
7" Face powder ' 3 25 "
" Polish-made Nivea Cream S , "
Smell bottle of Polish-produced perfume ebout 60 "

Although

these things are reé,il,y not bed, Polish women buy them only if they

+ cannot efford 'Western' ones. '

Fodd- Pleces %o Buy

L

b "Food is

bought in Wersai in the following places:

‘&, MID shops 1
b “BEpi:s of various branches of the State trede organization, e.g.: .

Co
d.

‘e,

f.

v T W

CooE' ratives

= Central Board of Meat Indystry (mest and sausages)
= Fish Center etc, ‘ . o S
'Delicatessen' shops which sell exclusively luxipy foodstuffs,
Cooperative shops (their cooperative character is only alleged,
since they are in fact state-run organizations.) Such 1s the

cage of Cepter of Deiry Cooperatives of Warsaw District (Centrala

Spoldzielni ' Mleczarsko Jejczarskich Okregu Warszawskiego).
Merket places, which are still the domain oFf rrivate initiative,
although more and more state enterprisel pitch their stalls there.
Peasant women who errive in the city in great numbers, sell their

food products going from house to house, usually to establish clients.

T

5.7 "Formerly, reteil food trade in Wersaw was in.the hands of a cooperative called
.'Warsaw Consumers Cooperative' (WSS), in fact fully controlled by the state,

. Now this
. teken ov
“operativ

6‘._ "There are also a few cooperatives o
tradesmen or businessmen who areg

enterprise is being gradually liquidated, and i1ts business is being
er by the MHD, There sre less and less W8S shops in Warsaw, and the co-
e trensfers most of 1ts businese. to the stalls in merket places.

T8 'private! sort, i.e. formed by private
£t-ﬂ* this way to adapt themselves to the

- new conditions and avoid expropridtion. The ones speclally well-known aré co-
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operatives. formed by some famous pastry-making firme in Warsaw, and connected with

public cafes. Such sre, for example:

8. Work Cooperative- S8ale of Pastries-of the personnel of Jan Gejewskit's
firm (on Aleje Jerozolimskis between Kruoze and Marszal..weke Streets)

b. Work Cooperatiwe-Sale of Pastries-

who was, of course, former owner of the cafe.
new branch in Mersszalkowske Street,

T. “The prices of food articles are sbout equal in state shops and in market stalls.
Many people, however, prefer to buy at the market » where the food is fresh and
looks more atiractive; while in shops vegetables usually have s wilted look.

Food Prices

8. "Here are the prices of some food articles:
2.50 to 3.50 zl,. depending on quality

in Nowy 8wiat, manager Jan Blikle

Lately they opened a

]

1 kg of bresd
One bresd roll - 0.40 to 0,50 "
1 Pastry 2,70 to 3,20 "
1 kg of frult cake 52,00 t060.00 *
100 gr of tea biscults 2.40 to 3.80
Frozen poultry:
1 kg goose 22,00 "
¥ chicken 26,00 "
" . turkey 40,00 *
On the market one may buy live
poultry, at the following prices:
A chicken ‘ 30.00 60,00 " depending on size
A turkey ko0.00 " .
A dueck ‘ . 60.00. 120,00 " " " on
1 kg of hare (state shop) 17.00 ‘
Sausages (1 kg) . 27.00 60,00 " depending on quality
l kg of hem 55.00 *
1 kg of butter (belt) 60.00 *
1 liter of milk 2.50 "
1 liter of cream 18.00 20,00
1 egg 1.15 1.50 "
1 kg of cheese 27.00 40,00 *
1 kg of white cheese 12.00 16.00 "
1 kg of carp 36.00 ¥
Mest ces
9 meat and ssusages in the shops of the Meat Center (Central Board of Meat OO0X1-HUM

Industry). These shops are very dirty and lack essentisl elements of hyglene., Clients
complain very much about the careless handling of fresh meat by porters and butchers.

The prices of different sorts of meat Der kg. are as follows (differences depend on

the cuts):

Pork

Minced meat

HRoasting beef

Other kind of beef i
Veal ' PR o

Vm”ﬁablo Prices

i

14,00
22,00
18.00°
18.00

10 vegetables on the open mar
4Ws‘amﬂz, another on Pulawska Btrutﬁ
—

Btmotz there are still many private st
2 s

33.00
30.00
2,00
22,00
-2h.00

ne surh market on
W@n ‘Pulawska
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11. prices of vegetables and Fruitt 50X1-HUM

1 kg of apples 5,00 to 12.00 zlotys

1 kg of apples in winter time up to 4o0.00 "

1 kg of grapes (from Bulgeria) 15,00 to 18.00 "

1 kg of cherries 13.00 to 18,00 "

1 kg of pears 7.00 to 15.00 "

1 kg of tomatoes 3.00 to 8.00 "

1 kg of carrots 1.05 :’

1 kg of celery 5,00 to -7.00 *

12. "In season vegetsbles and fruit brought fantastic prices.. For instance, for
e emall [ head_/ new spring lettuce, one had to pay 12 zlotys, for 1 kg of first
tometoes 180 zlotys, and for 1 kg of strawberries- 280 zlotys.

Delicatessens
50X1-HUM

13, urchases in the so-called 1delicatessen' shops. These shops
ceter to 'privilieged' clesses, i.e. to the group of people whose earnings enable
them to buy luxury food {emong ‘'luxury food' coffee, orenges and sardines are
11sfed in Poland). :

o

14, "Delicatessen shops exist in the following places:
7 a. 1In the Central State Store on Bracks Street.
. b. At the corner of Marszelkowska and Wilcza Streets.
_“”’:c. In Nowy Swiat, between Werecks and Swietokrzyska Streets.

The” prices are &s follows: / in Delicatessens in Polandj

Coffée 1 kg (real Brazilien) 400 zlotys
1 dkg [sic_/ is sold at 40 50 "
A box of sardines 40 ™50 "
1 kgof oranges ho M
1 lemon 10 "
1 4Bu.gr tin of Nescafe 110 "
1 kg of English tea 4uo,00 "
1 kg of cocoa 400 "
1 kg of sweet slmonds 140 "
1 kg of pepper 1,200 1,400 "

15. “Theéke luxury foodstuffs may elso be obtained by ‘privete initiative' -through
middlemen who buy the contents of parcels sent to people from sbroad, and sell
t;heﬂhe_uj; a profit.

Food S0ld by Peasant Women

16. "Pemsant women selling foodstuffs privately in Warsaw, constitute a separate chapter
in the. description of food supplies for the capitel. It is known thet a peasant who
heg fulfilled his delivery quotes is entitled to sell the remeining surplus of his
proc{xg;cts in private transactions. This means that on the surface there is nothing
111€gal in the ectivities of these women. The fact is, however, that very often
they also deal with the distribution of foodstuffs which they are not legally en-
titled to sell, for instence meat from cattle which has been slaughtered clandes-
tinely, Thus, militiamen end plein-clothesmen every day have to deal in Warsaw's
railway stations with peasent women carrying loads of sacks and milk-:ens, trying
to-find out if they asre bringing in anything illegal. Sometimes a woman gets caught
in smuggling of forbldden goods, but generally this is rather a losing battle on the
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L A,

: pa.‘zf“‘t"of the police because the wamen do

o not yield ground“easily and cen usually
talk their way out of arrest. R

v

17. "THe prices charged by these peasant women are sbout the same as shop prices.
Sometimes they are higher, but the housewives who can afford it pay these higher
prices willingly because the quality of products is much better. The eggs are
certainly quite fresh and the milk is unskimmed. The beesant women charge three
to four zlotys for one liter of milk and up to 22 zlotys for & liter of cream;
eggs cost sbout 1k zloty & pilece , butthis difference is equalled by the advantage

of b}ijr‘ing better food,

.18, "It is charecteristic that the meat which these women sell illegally is usually

"' @& few zlotys cheaper per one kg than meat in state butcher shops. This is because
the state trade orgenization draws a profit of about 100% from the sale of meat
-while the peasants are quite satisfied with earning some 30% for all their risk."

-and-
50X1-HUM
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